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Amendments to the CUiims r 

1 . (Currently Amended) A dry end section for a paper-ojalring machine for 
producing a high-bulk tissue, said machine comprising: 

a through-air dryer adapted to finally dry a paper web; 

a through-air drying fabric configured to transport the web through (he through-air dryer; 
a separating device comprising a S i|«Minn-configijred I QU for separating the web from the 

through-air drying fabric, the separating device being configured to receive the 

web directly thereon from the th routdi-air rirvina fq hr^- 
an air emission ammpcmmir disposal adjacent to the s^ rati,^ devi^ fl , v ) co nfitmreri tft 

facilitate separation of the weh from the thrni i C h-air dryin g fiihrin; 
a reel having a reel drum disposed adjacent thereto so as to form a reel-up for receiving 

the ^ebjhe ree1- Mp being space*) ajajj from the separating device; and 
a non-conlacting support system disposed jp the space between the separating device and 

the reel-up, the non-contacting support system being configured to receive the 
web directly from the separating device and to transport the web directly to the 
reej-up. 

2. (Original) A dry end section according to Claim I wherein the non-contacting 
support system comprises at least one active air foil device. 

3. (Original) A dry end section according to Claim 1 further comprising a web- 
compressing device disposed between the separating device an d the reel-up and configured to 
compress the web. 

4. (Original) A dry end section according to Claim 3 wherein the web-comprcs.«ing 
device comprises a pair of adjacently-disposed rolls defining a nip, the web being directed 
tlirough the nip before being received by the reej-up. 

5. (Cancelled) 

RTA(ll/22ft|04.1v| 
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6. (Original) A dry end section according to Claim 1 wherein the separating device 
comprises a roll having a perforated mantle and a suction device disposed within the mantle in 
spaced apart relation with respect thereto, the suction device being configured to selectively 
provide a suction zone about the mantle. 

7. (Original) A dry end section avoiding to Claim 6 wherein the suction device is 
adjustably disposed within the mantle. 

S. (Original) A dry end section according lo Claim 6 wherein the mantle defines an 
axis and the suction device is disposed within the mantle so as to be rotatable about the axis. 

9. (Original) A dry end section according lo Cjaim 1 wherein the separating device 
is configured to provide an adjustable suction for separating the web from the through-aiv drying 
filbric. 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for making a tissue with enhanced tactile quality 
and facilitating reel-up of the tissue in a dry end of a tissue paper-making machine, said method 
comprising: 

finally drying a tissue web on a through-air drying fabric with a through air dryer; 

separating the tissue web from the through-air drying fabric with a scparati ng device 
c omprising a suction- configu re d r oll, and with an air gmigsjon arrang ement 
disposed adjacent to the separatjna dgj^ such that the tissue web is received 
directly on the separating device f rom the through-air drying r n w ; 

transporting the tissue web from the separating device directly to a reel nip snaced apnrt 
therefrom, with a non^contacling support system disposed wjthjnjhese age 
between the separator device and thr. reel ni p, the reel nip being formed between 
a reel and areej drum disposed adjacent thereto; and 
directing the tissue web through the reel nip so as to wind the tissue web onto the reel. 

RTAUI/220l(W3vl 
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1 2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 1 wherein transporting the tissue web 
further comprises transporting me tissue web with a non-compacting support system comprising 
at least one active air foil device. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Original) A method according to Claim ] ] farther comprising directing the 
tissue web through a web-compressing device prior to directing the tissue web through the reel 
nip. 

1 5. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 4 wherein directing the tissue web 
through a web-compressing device further com f >rises directing the tissue web through a web- 
compressing device having a nip formed between adjacently-disposed rolls. 

1 6. (Original) A method according t> Claim 1 1 wherein separating the tissue web 
from the through-air drying fabric further comprises separating the tissue web from the thmugh- 
air drying fabric with a separating device configured to apply suction to the tissue web. 

1 7. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 6 wherein separating the tissue web 
from the through-air drying fabric with a separating device configured to apply suction to the 
tissue w e b further comprises applying a greater suction to the tissue web when the tissue web is 
first separated from the through-air drying fabric and then applying a lesser suction to the tissue 
web thereafter. 



1 8. (Currently Amended) A method for making a tissue wjih enhanced tactile quality 
and facilitating reel-up of the tissue in a dry end of a tissue paper-making machine, said method 
comprising: 

finally drying a tissue web, having a basis weight of between about 1 0 g/m 2 and about 50 
g/nr, on a through-air drying fabric with a through air dryer, the web having a dry 

RTAfll/220IO.|3v| 
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caliper ofbetween about 0.2 mm and about 0.5 mm and, therefore, a density of 
between about 2Q kg/m 3 and about 250 kg/m 3 ; 

separating (he tissue web from the through-air drying fabric with a separating device 
comprising a sucUon-co nfinirflfl mil and w ith an air a mission amin pftm^ 
disposed adianoni ta thn seBaraJing feyjeg, such that the tissue web is received 
directly on the separating device* from the through-air dry ing fabric; 

transporting the tissue web from the separating device directly to a reel nip spaced apart 
(hereffQm ' with a non-contacting support system comprising at least one active air 
foil device disposed within the w .» between the separati ng device and ih* rgc] 
nip., tbe reel nip being formed between a reel and a reel drum disposed adjacent 
thereto; and 

directing the tissue web through the reel nip so as to wind the tissue web onto the reel. 

1 9. (Original) A method according to Claim IS further comprising directing the 
tissue web through a web-compressing device having a nip formed between adjacently-disposed 
roUs so as to reduce the dry caliper or (he web by between about 20% and about 50% prior lo 
directing the tissue web through the reel nip. 

20. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 8 further comprising directing the 
tissue web through a web-compressing device having a nip formed between adjacently-disposed 
rolls so as to reduce the dry caliper of die web to between about 0.15 mm and about 0.4 mm, so 
as to provide a post-compression density ofbetween about 25 kg/m 3 and about 333.3 kg/m 3 , 
prior to directing the tissue web through the reel nip. 



RTA01/220|lt43«l 



PAGE 7119 * RCVD AT 3122/2006 3:30:31 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' S VR: USPTO-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:91 98622260 * DURATION (mm-ss):12-20 



